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THE KENNEDY TAPES AND OTHER NEW EVIDENCE 


It wasn't as good as I'd hoped, but then the anniversary 
wasn't nearly as bad as it could have been. New evidence 
^ did turn up, evidence that confirmed what we've long 
> suspected but could never prove. 

The Cecil Stoughton photo above, printed in the mostly 
useless November issue of Life, is rare confirmation that 
evidence was removed from the car and either destroyed or 
made to disappear. Stoughton, a White House still 
photographer, took the picture moments after the bub- 
bletop was replaced. But Life didn't include the arrow, 
which points to a stainless steel bucket. The caption reads 
"Outside Parkland, agents clean the bloody limousine." 

Were skull fragments or bullets placed in the bucket? 
We don't know, because the official record makes no 
reference to a pail with the contents of a crime scene. And 
as expected, Life ran the picture with no comment. 

Other magazines and newspapers had special reports and 
supplements for the twentieth anniversary, some of which 
included new or first-time interviews with significant 
witnesses and principals. This and subsequent issues will 
include many of those stories. 

But the most fascinating anniversary special was provid- 
ed by WFAA-TV, the local ABC affiliate. After numerous 
requests over the years for access to their videotapes, 
WFAA aired nearly 16 hours of it's original news coverage. 
They ran the weekend prior to the anniversary in the late 
night hours between midnight and 7 early Saturday and 
Sunday mornings with a two hour wrapup early Monday 
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morning. Except for the commercial breaks, which were 
few, and occasional on-camera commentary by news an- 
chor Tracy Rowlett, it was 1963 all over again. 

The station had been lucky — it had just received a ship- 
ment of videotape and had nearly 40 hours available (at a 
cost of about $10,000). The ABC network, at that time, was 
a distant third with both people and equipment, so WFAA 
was forced to originate far more local cut-ins than the other 
network affiliates; in fact, ABC taped none of its coverage! 
So the over-30 hours kept by WFAA is all that remains of 
that weekend (newsfilm shot by ABC photographers is still 
available). v 6 F 

For this presentation titled "The Kennedy Tapes," 
WFAA did a straight chronology with narration to bridge 
the periods not recorded. Fortunately, the station had a 
complete index, cross-referenced, that it had prepared for 
the Warren Commission. Despite the fact that the original 
reels and index had never been marked for proper se- 
quence, I noted only two minor errors. 

Locally, WFAA was not the news leader it is today. But 
from the perspective of 20 years, its coverage was excellent 
and, in some cases, unique. By using two video recorders I 
was able to tape every minute of interest and then prepare 
a transcript. 

Lee Harvey Oswald was seen on camera many times, but 
only twice was his voice recorded. On Saturday, as he was 
led down the hallway away from the camera he's heard 
saying "....the basic fundamental hygienic rights, I mean, 
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like a shower and, uh, clothing.” The reporter, Paul 
Goode, explained that Oswald was saying he was being 
denied those rights. 

Some time later, as Oswald was being led back to the 
room he had come from, he said "I don't know what 
dispatches you people have been given, but I emphatically 
deny these charges. I have not killed anybody, I have not 
committed any acts of violence.” The last sentence was 
literally shouted from inside the room and ended only 
when the door slammed shut. Oswald was furious. 

WFAA’s first bulletin came at 12:45 (the ABC network 
didn't even begin until early afternoon). Program Director 
Jay Watson appeared from behind a curtain and read the 
UPI teletype information. He then walked over to an inter- 
view set in the studio where William and Gayle Newman 
were already seated with their two children. Joining this 
group was Jerry Haynes, then and now the popular 
children's show character Mr. Peppermint. All six people 
had witnessed the assassination! 

Bill Newman (BN) was interviewed first by Watson (JW): 
BN: ....The President's car was some 50 feet still, yet, in 
front of us, cornin’ towards us when we heard the first 
shot, and the President, I don't know who was hit first, but 
the President jumped up in his seat, and I thought it scared 
him, thought it was a firecracker cause he looked, you 
know, fear. And then as the car got directly in front of us, 
well, a gunshot apparently from behind us hit the President 
in the side, side of the temple. (This sequence is seen in the 
movie Rush To Judgement as a mirror image. Newman ac- 
tually pointed to his left temple, but Rush's source, a UPI 
film of this live broadcast, is reversed.) 

JW: Do you think the first gunshot came from behind you, 
too? 7 

BN: I think it come from the same location, uh, apparently 
back up on the noli (phonetic, knoll or mall?), I don’t know 
what you call it. 

JW: ....Do you think the shot came from up on top of the 
viaduct, toward the President....? 

BN: ....No, not on the viaduct itself, but up on top of the 
hill, a little mound of ground there, the garden.-.. .we didn't 
realize what happened until we seen the side of his head, 
uh, whenever the bullet hit him in the head. 

Watson then left Newman, but returned a few minutes 
later: 


JW: Did you say that one of the shots came from one direc- 
tion and one from another, it seemed like? 

BN: No sir. Actually I felt they both come from directly 
behind where we were standing. The President, it looked 
like he was looking in that direction. I don't know whether 
he was hit first, apparently he was and it looked like he 
jumped up in his seat, and when he jumped up, well, he 
was shot directly in the head. And, I don't know what you 
call the noil behind us, but apparently that's where 
JW: He was. 

BN: Right. 

Newman could not have been more explicit. The shots 
came from behind him while he was looking at JFK. And 
Kennedy was looking at that same location, a fact verified 
in Zapruder frames beginning around Z-170. Despite his 
Texas accent and not knowing the best word for the loca- 
tion , Newman made it clear that he was not talking about 
the area to his left front, the TSBD. 

Again the interview was interrupted, but Newman ap- 
rw 16 ^ ° n camera once more just a few moments later: 
they?^ nC * t * le s ^ ots were almost simultaneously, weren't 

BN: Yes sir, they were probably 10 seconds apart. 

JW: Do you know who fired the third shot? 

BN: I didn't hear a third, I don't recall a third shot, there 
may have been.. ..I don't recall a third shot. I just couldn't, 
rw n v 0t < L e r t ? in that 1 know that I heard two shots. 
JW: Yeah I heard three, I know that. 

BN: You heard three? Well... 

Actually, Watson and Haynes had repeated several' 


times, in Newman's presence, that they had heard 3 shots. 
Watson implied the first two were closer together than the 
last two, but neither speculated on a source. He later said 
two shots could sound like one if they were fired close 
together. Watson and Haynes were on the west side of 
Houston between the reflecting pool and the monument. 
They had turned to walk south back to the station when the 
shots were fired. Neither saw JFK during the shooting. 
They both ran across Elm and up the hill with everyone 
else and, when no one was found, spotted the Newman's 
and asked them to come to the studio. Haynes added: 
JH: ....and then they rounded the corner and just a few 
seconds later we heard the shots.... and the lady had a 
camera, I remember, was taking personal films of it, and 
she, I think, was an eyewitness, and she had come running 
over and crossed the street screaming. 

The only known female photographer who crossed Elm 
right after the shooting was the Babushka Lady, Beverly 
McGann. Her film conveniently "disappeared.'' 

Moments after Bill Newman was interviewed for the last 
time, his wife Gayle was questioned: 

GN: ....And the car was just up a piece from us and this 
shot fired out and I thought it was a firecracker. And the 
President kinda raised up in his seat and.... all of a sudden 
this next one popped and Governor Connally grabbed his 
stomach and kinda laid over to the side. And then another 
one, it was just all so fast, and President Kennedy reached 
up and grabbed, looked like his, grabbed his ear and blood 
just started gushing out.... 

JW: ....You didn't see anybody, or you didn't see anything? 
GN: No, it happened so fast that you didn't have a chance 
to, to see anything.... 

After this interview, Newman always claimed he heard 
three_ shots, not two. Confronted with a television per- 
sonality and executive who were also witnesses, plus his 
wife who heard three distinct shots and saw three specific 
reactions, is it any wonder he changed his story? 

The Newmans, who today live in Indiana, were inter- 
viewed in 1980 for the Taft documentary The President 
Must Die. Both now say there could have been a fourth 
shot — a classic example of how memories change. 

The next eyewitness appeared just after -2pm, as the 
President's body was being taken to Love Field. Abraham 
Zapruder (AZ) was soon told where the shots came from: 
AZ: ....as the President was coming down from Houston 
Street making his turn, it was about a halfway down there, 
I heard a shot, and he slumped to the side like this. Then I 
heard another shot or two, I couldn't say whether it was 
one or two, and I saw his head practically open up.... 

JW: ....You have the film in your camera? We'll try to 
AZ: Yes I brought it to the studio. 

JW: We'll try to get that processed and have it as soon as 
possible.... Now we have a picture of the building.... there is 
the window where the gun was allegedly fired from that 
killed President Kennedy. 

AZ: ....I must have been in the line of fire where I see in 
that picture where it was, I was right on that concrete 
block.... 

Watson was given new information while Zapruder was 
talking, information that came from a wire service or one 
of WFAA's own news people. At any rate, Zapruder seem- 
ed confused and surprised to learn that the shots had come 
from the TSBD to his left. No wonder his later statements 
and interviews seemed vague and rambling. Was his initial 
opinion significantly different? 

WFAA was, indeed, the first stop in the attempt to get the 
film developed. But stations in 1963 only handled 16mm 
black & white film, not 8mm color. Imagine, though, what 
could have happened. WFAA might have shown the film 
that afternoon, not suppressed it as Life magazine did a few 
days later. History would have been very different. 

Coming in future issues, more eyewitness interviews 
from. The Kennedy Tapes, including the only different John 
Connally description of the assassination. 
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LBJ said Robert 
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Fear of Mafia and future 
led Aleman to fatal finale 
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WASHINGTON - 


agreement themselves before Congress gy departments 
acted. ' high-ranking off: 


Warren Commission members search 
for Texas School Book Depository) 


signing, along security secrets, wniie virtually an m 
, irge Bush, and era presidents have complained ab 

imentandnotedthattop Reagan has not volunteered to sign. "leaks," this administration’s remec 
t hastened to sign the Officials of the State. Justice and Ener- were the most stringent yet propose) 

(Reporter Hugh Aynesworth, who acted as an FBI informant 
before and during the Garrison investigation (see Coverups 
--*4 for his written admission) , was never questioned by the 
Warren Commission or investigators about what he saw that 
day - this is his^only narrative of what he did) 
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IN DALLAS 


A veteran journalist looks back on the day the president died 


Hugh Aynesworth is the only reporter to 
tion. but also Oswald's capture and murder. I 
nedv assassination for The Dallas Morning A 


Hugh Aynesworth 


November 22, 1963; Fort Worth, Texas. 


John F. Kennedy awakens in ; 
summons aide Kenny O'Donnell 
fast while he showers and shav 
five minutes, orange juice, toast 
of coffee. 

Jackie Kennedy is still asleep 
O'Donnell makes a quick new 
papers from Houston. San Anto 
The president is clearly pleased a: 


suite 850 of the Texas Hotel, 
and asks him to order break- 
r es. Two eggs, boiled exactly 
:. marmalade and a large pot 


in an adjoining room when 
r spaper run, bringing back 
inio. Dallas and Fort Worth, 
it the papers' coverage of the 
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Oswald’s daughters receive 
$34,000 in Enquirer suit 

By Robin Stringfellow 


The daughters of Lee Harvey 
Oswald have reached a $34,000 
out-of-court settlement with the 
National Enquirer in a suit they 


The daughters — June, a 2 
year-old creative writing studei 
at Harvard University, and R 
chel. a 20-year-old fashion me 
chandising student at the Unive 
sity of Texas at Austin — filed it 


Oswald's Daughters.'" woman quoted 

The story, based on statements close friend, 
by a woman described as a close The girls 
family friend, said the daughters Oswald Porter 
were haunted by the memory of attorneys for b 
their father's role in the assassi- 
nation of President John F. Ken- 
nedy and were shunned by class- 
mates while growing up in 
Rockwall. 25 miles east of Dallas 
The story also said that the 
girls' dogs had been poisoned. 

In court papers, the daughters 
charged that the story was false 
and that they felt "stigmatized' 


to comment on the case Monday, 
citing a confidentiality clause in 
the settlement. 

Attorneys for the National En- 
quirer contended in court papers 
at Oswald's daughters were 




id June Oswald's deci- 

er life for People last 
was evidence that the 


Dr. Linda Norton's report on the ex- 
humation of LHO is in the January issue of the 
Journal of Forensic Sciences; Norton, who says 
LHO was shot in the "Dallas County Jail," also 
mentions the craniotomy cut, but the published 
photos do not show it - more next issue, which 

onF bS ? Ut 111 or April A bizarre 

^ th anniversary performance was turned in by 
Larry Flynt: he arranged for some firecrackers 
to be set off in Dealey Plaza as he was driven 
down. Elm, but nothing happened; on a later try, 
Flynt smeared ketchup on his face and shouted 
Take me to Parkland, I want an autopsy"; in 
planning for a news conference, which n-ever 
happened, he even offered $1000 for a copy of 
the Canfield-Weberman book.' It was all prob- 


FVST II-I8-83 

UT acquires 
JFK collection 

Auotiiud Pre,, 

AUSTIN— The Bark- 
er History Center at the 
University of Texas 
said Thursday that it 
has acquired a 1.700- 
piece collection of 
items connected with 
the Nov.22, 1963, assassi- 
nation of President 
John F. Kennedy. 

Don Carieton, direc- 

the collection came 
from Eari C. Kubicek, a 
private collector from 
Santa Fe, N.M.. who be- 
gan the collection on 
the day of the Dallas 
shooting. 

Carieton said the col- 
lection contains books, 
magazines, newspapers 
and pamphlets tracing 
aspects of the assassina- 
tion from the initial 
news coverage to its im- 
pact on society. It con- 
tains numerous foreign 
publications. 


CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 
11-25-63 

R. Kennedv 
Loses Clout, 
Savs Ilof fa 


Appeals./ or Supreme Court 


ad ly publicity for his new magazine. The Rebel, 
which is devoted to conspiracies and all the 

Maa Brussell 's newsletters; at a cost 
of ?2„95 per week. The Rebel should be a good 
tax shelter.... The Mel Mclntire photos in the 
la3t newsletter may soon be available to re- 
searchers - watch this space.... The CIA missed 
several deadlines in responding to. FOI suits 
from Gary Shaw and Bud Fensterwald, sind had 
the gall to ask for extensions - many FOI 
actions have been slowed while the Raygunites 
try to circumvent the Constitution. 
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